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Distinction between proceedings and journal papers

Conference proceedings provide a vehicle for rapid reporting of ideas, techniques, and results. It is not uncommon for these
reports to be considered ‘research in progress’ and incomplete and inconclusive. The purposes of proceedings papers range
from snapshots of recent or continuing work to the reporting of a completed work or project.

Journal papers are expected to be original, complete, and polished; to contain comparisons of theoretical and experimental
results; and to include substantial conclusions and comprehensive references to other work.

Revision of conference proceedings manuscripts for journal submission
Many journals’ publication policies permit manuscripts based partly or entirely on scientific content previously reported in a
proceeding to be submitted to their journals.

In most cases, it is anticipated that the journal submission will represent a substantively expanded, refined, or otherwise
revised manuscript relative to the proceedings paper to fully satisfy the standards of significance, originality, and presentation
quality expected in a journal submission that is being considered for acceptance through the journal’s paper peer-review
process.

License to Publish / Copyright

Authors submitting to journals published by other publishers should verify that publisher's copyright and submission policies.
That is, authors are encouraged to review the policies of the journals they are interested in submitting manuscripts: they are
responsible for adhering to those copyright policies and may be expected to disclose the prior presentation or publication
history of the submission.

MSA Publications

For the Microscopy Society of America (MSA), a proceedings manuscript submitted to an MSA journal must incorporate
revisions over a prior or concurrent M&M proceedings paper to be considered for publication in an MSA journal and admitted
into the peer-review process (provided the submission fulfills the requirements of significance, originality, and completeness
expected in a journal submission).

For the MSA, it does not consider publication of an accepted journal article based on a prior proceedings paper to constitute
double publication, provided substantial writing revisions are made (i.e. self-plagiarism is not acceptable). Exclusions will be
made for methods/procedures text and figure legends.

If you have any questions about MSA Publications, or publishing in general, please email me: abjohnson@microscopy.org

-Aaron

When you publish with MISA Publications, you are choosing to invest in your scientific community. Learn more about the
benefits of publishing your work in society journals — today! www.microscopy.org
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